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JN N O U N C E M E N T
of the

DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH

ROLLINS COLLEGE
Winter Park, Florida

THE DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH
The departments of Rollins College provide, in
addition to the usual undergraduate courses, programs for the people of \i\finter Park and surroundin g communities as well as for special groups
including teachers and members of the armed
personnel and their families attached to nearby
military bases. Among the departments possessin g unusual ad vantages for the achievement of
these objectives is the Department of French Language, Literature, Culture and Civilization.
This department emphasizes the conversational
use of the French language. The Conference P lan
of study, which has given Rollins a national reputation, makes possible a personal and vital contact
between the teacher and student. It is especially
helpful in the study of foreign languages because
of its opportunity for conversation. Evidence of
the sound ness of this method is found in the careers
of Rollins graduates who majored in French.
Many of them are fillin g important positions in
teachin g, government service and in ternational
relations.
Rollins College is fortunate in having a new and
unique building devoted exclusively to its French
department and situated on the shores of Lake Virg1111a. It was donated in 194 1 by Mrs. Mabel
Knowles Gage of Worcester, Massachusetts, a
daug hter of the late Francis Bangs Knowles, the
chi ef founder and for many years a trustee of Rollins College. It is known as "La Maison Provenc;ale". Designed in that style of architecture prevailing in southern France, to harmonize with the
Mediterranean architecture of all the new buildings
on the Rollins campus, La Maison Provenc;ale admirably exhibits the feeling of vitality and the
creative spirit of the French nation and stands as
a symbol of the culture France has given the
newer nations of the Western Hemisphere. Its
large reception room, with a massive fireplace over
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which is inscribed "Que cette maison inspire a tons
le gout et l'amour du parler et des lettres de
France" is especially adapted to both academic and
social functions such as lectures, receptions, musicales and exhibitions. On a mezzanine balcony
overlooking this salon is the F rench library. There
are three seminar-type classrooms, conforming in
size and arrangement to the specific requirements
of the Rollins plan of teaching, and an apartment
for the Resident Head. A garden landscaped to
blend this bit of France with the campus surrounds
La Maison P rovenr;ale.
T his new building on the Rollins campus was
largely the conception of its donor, Mrs. Gage,
whose deep devotion to France and active support
of French-American relations will always have
the sincere appreci ation of friends of both . F rance
and A merica. H er g ift of La Fondat10n des
E tats U nis de la Cite U niversitaire in P aris was one
of the largest and most beautiful and useful buildings fo r A merican students which has bee~ . given
to the academic life of France. I n recog mt10n of
Mrs. Gage's life-long labors in this field, F rance
has bestowed on her the decoration of Commandeur
de la Legion d'H onneur, an award received by
only one other A merican woman.
Second only to its responsibility to undergraduates, La Maison P rovenr;ale creates and broadens
interest in F rench culture, past and present. One
of the most effective agencies wor king toward this
obj ective is Le Cercle F rancais which serves as ~n
intermediary between the College and adults 111
Winter P ark and nearby communities. Its program
consists of the showing of notable F rench films,
concerts of French music, lectures in F rench, and
social functions desig ned to provide opportunities
for speaking the French lang uage and getting _a~quainted with important F rench people who v1s1t
the campus.
T he members of the Rollins faculty who teach
French language, literature, culture and civilization are the following :
Richard F irestone, Professo r of Modern Lang uages. P h.D ., U niversity of Vienna; graduate
student the Sorbonne ; Professor of F rench and
Germa~ St aats Realschule and Gymnasium, Vienna; fellow in Modern Languages, U niversity of
P ittsburg h.

Baronne Colette de Boecop, Visiting Lecturer and
Professor of French Civilization, and Resident Head
of La Maison Provenc;ale. Licence es lettres, the
Sorbonne; agregee de langues et litterature etrangeres, Faculte des Lettres de Paris, the Sorbonne;
graduate, The University of Dublin; fellowship,
Faculte d' Amsterdam. Baronne de Boecop, who
also writes under the pen name of Claude Eylan,
is well known for her essays and novels. As a
world traveler she has made a special study of
languages, literature, geography, problems of colonization and contemporary conditions in Europe,
Asia, Africa and South America.
Comte Jehan de Noue, Professor of French Civiliiation. Great grandson of Major General W.
S. Harney, U. S. Army; Ecole de Sciences Politiques et Cours de Droit a la Sorbonne; lecturer for
the Federation of Alliance Francaise for the United
States and Canada; Professor of French, Middlebury Summer School of Languages; liaison officer
with the British Expeditionary Force in World
War II. On leave of absence for military service.
Rudolf Fischer, Assistant Professor of French
and German. A. B., University of Basie; A.M.,
Rollins College; Gymnasiallehrer Staatsexamen,
University of Basle. On leave of absence for R ed
Cross service in prison camps.

A scholarship of $250.00 for summer study in
the Province of Quebec recently has been made
available to the outstanding student in French at
Rollins College. Nominations for this scholarship
are under the direction of the Resident Head of La
Maison Provenc;ale.

lnqitiries from winter visitors and other adults
interested in participating in tlte activities of La
Maison Provenyale may be addressed to Baronne
Colette de Boecop, Rollins College, Winter Park,
Florida.

